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Gleanings from

Dedication of the Temple

1 Kings 8:1-66 1 Kings 8:1-66

A.  Bringing in the Ark (v.1-13)

B.  Solomon Blesses the Assembly (v.14-21) 

C.  Solomon’s Prayer (v.22-53)

B.’  Solomon Blesses the Assembly (v.54-61)

A.’  Dedicating of the Temple (v.62-66)

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads 

of the tribes, the leaders of the fathers’ households of the sons of 

Israel, to King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the 

covenant of the LORD from the city of David, which is Zion. 2 All the 

men of Israel assembled themselves to King Solomon at the feast, 

in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month. 3 Then all the 

elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. 4 They 

brought up the ark of the LORD and the tent of meeting and all the 

holy utensils, which were in the tent, and the priests and the Levites 

brought them up. 5 And King Solomon and all the congregation of 

Israel, who were assembled to him, were with him before the ark, 

sacrificing so many sheep and oxen they could not be counted or 

numbered. 

6 Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the LORD

to its place, into the inner sanctuary of the house, to the most holy 

place, under the wings of the cherubim. 7 For the cherubim spread 

their wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim made a 

covering over the ark and its poles from above. 8 But the poles were 

so long that the ends of the poles could be seen from the holy 

place before the inner sanctuary, but they could not be seen 

outside; they are there to this day. 9 There was nothing in the ark 

except the two tablets of stone which Moses put there at Horeb, 

where the LORD made a covenant with the sons of Israel, when 

they came out of the land of Egypt. 
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10 And it came about that when the priests came from the holy 

place, the cloud filled the house of the LORD, 11 so that the priests 

could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the 

LORD filled the house of the LORD.
12 Then Solomon said,

“The LORD has said that He would dwell in the thick cloud.
13 “I have surely built You a lofty house,

A place for Your dwelling forever.”

(1 Kings 8:1-13)

Temple Dedication (pt. 1)

 Great “assembly” of worship

• “the feast” (of Tabernacles) – signified an 

end to their wilderness wanderings (“rest”)

• main event – bringing into the temple the 

ark of the covenant

Temple Dedication (pt. 1)

 Great “assembly” of worship

• “the feast” (of Tabernacles) – signified an 

end to their wilderness wanderings (“rest”)

• main event – bringing into the temple the 

ark of the covenant

• signified the dwelling/enthronement of God 

amongst His people

Temple Dedication (pt. 1)

1.  The Tablets of Stone

• God’s dwelling with His people is contingent 

upon their obedience to the covenant

• obedience is better than outward ritual or 

sacred objects (cf. 1 Sam. 15:22)

Temple Dedication (pt. 1)

2.  The Cloud of Glory

• a visible sign of God’s acceptance of the 

temple as His dwelling place

• an expression of the fact that none can 

approach God’s glory

• it both reveals and conceals God’s glory –

He is immanent, yet transcendent

Temple Dedication (pt. 1)

 Jesus as the New Temple

14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we 

saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full 

of grace and truth…16 For of His fullness we have all received, 

and grace upon grace. 17 For the Law was given through 

Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 
18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God 

who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.

(John 1:14-18)
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Temple Dedication (pt. 1)

 Jesus as the New Temple

1. The locus of God’s presence shifts from the 

temple to the person of Jesus

2. Jesus’ death and resurrection are a destruction 

and raising up of the temple (John 2:20)
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